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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com

Rabbishaytahan.com
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Parshat Beshalach
Zmanim for Chicago:
Candle Lighting: 4:50pm
Shabbat ends: 5:53pm
R”T: 6:22pm

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!

WALKING BETWEEN TWO WOMEN

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

The Gemara (3,2' NINININ,X'p 0'NDY) teaches us
that a man isn’t allowed to walk between two
women and a woman isn’t allowed to walk be-
tween two men. (In this article we’ll focus on men
walking between two women, but the same ap-
plies vice versa).

This is not merely brought down just
as good advice, but it's stated as
Halacha, codified by the Shulchan
Aruch Harav (0”0 wainl qan nmv),

and Kitzur Shulchan Aruch ( 2 |no
n”0 ) Ben Ish Chai (r nix onia)and
many more. 9

Chazal tell us two reasons for this

Halacha: first, that walking through

the two women causes one to forget the Torah he
was learning, and a second reason is that some-
times an evil spiritual power (D'Tw D'8IpIN) Might
be there and can badly harm the person and
sometimes even kill him.

The Ben Ish Chai (X'p D'nDA VTN |2 1N901) writes
that this latter reason isn’t applicable in our times
because those powers aren’t common, and they
also lost much of their strength. However, the first
reason of forgetting one’s learning is still applica-
ble, and thus one must observe this Halacha.

Are there any leniencies found in the Poskim for
scenarios in which one finds himself in a place
that he can’t avoid passing through women?

The Gemara says that if one came to such a sce-
nario, he should try to find another path to go to
avoid walking between two women, but if there is
no such option, he should have another man
come along with him while holding hands.

According to the way the Ben Ish Chai writes this
Halacha, it seems that it's sufficient for two men
to walk alongside each other without actually hold-

ing hands.

Some say (w9inl qian NMwa KA 0%pm 7an)

that it applies only to married women but not to

single girls. The majority of Poskim however, wrote

that there is absolutely no difference, and the Zo-
har says so explicitly, that it applies
to all women, married or not, Jew-
ish or not (n”np 7’n D”wInn).

If there is about six feet (nmx ’T)
between one woman and the other,
it is permitted to pass between

them (ow 'n wix 2).

It's also permitted if the women are

not directly across one another, but

rather one is on a higher plane than
the second. For example, if one is on the top of
the steps while the other is on the bottom wix 1)
(ow 'n.

It's permitted to walk past two women that are
also walking, since the restriction is only for stand-
ing or sitting women .(2% "'0 2”n 0''n NN7Y N”1Y)

Some say ( TNy TIN' 70 2py' 7NN K2N N2'T7W 20N
nawn) that this applies even if one of those
women are his wife, daughter, or another family
member since the Gemara didn’t permit passing
between any women.(Nn1mwa XA oA N”AN
0’22V 9101 NIYRIX 70 1w bINAL D K "D 2”NN)

Some say (onn "0 o"n Nn%w N”1w) that this
doesn’t apply in one’s house, only outside.

A very important observation to point out is that
we need to teach our girls and women not to
stand at two ends of an aisle, as to force men to
walk between them. Some places are very careful
with teaching these important ways of life. | re-
member when | lived in Monsey, many
times | experienced that when a woman—or /
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WALKING BETWEEN TWO WOMEN

even a young girl—would walk in the street and she would no-
tice that she is in front of a man, she would move to the side,
and wait until he would walk ahead of her. This is due to a
proper teaching and Chinuch which | didn’t find in other plac-
es. For example, when walking in Brooklyn and a woman hap-
pened to walk out of her house, car, or store, she’ll walk right

ahead of the men.

The Sefarim (22p "0 2”n TIT 712an N”1W) say that one should
teach his children these Halachot because children should
also not forget what they learned in Yeshiva, and furthermore,
as part of Chinuch since they will have to follow that Halacha
when they become Bar Mitzvah.

ADDING INSULT TO INJURY

Right after the splitting of the Yam Suf, Bnei Yisrael arrive to a
place named “Mara”. The name Mara means bitter. The
pasuk explains that the place was given such a name be-
cause the water there was bitter and undrinkable. When Bnei
Yisrael saw that they had no water to drink, they cried and
pleaded to Moshe that he should ask Hashem to provide
them with drinkable water. Hashem then instructed Moshe to
perform a miracle: take a piece of wood and
throw it into the water. Doing so would turn the
bitter water sweet! Moshe did as Hashem told
him, and miraculously, the water became sweet,
and the nation had water to drink. After the mira-
cle, Hashem also gave over special Torah laws to
learn and elevate the people. These laws included §
topics such as Shabbat, Para Aduma and some
other laws.

When the Torah records, in Parashat Mas’ei, the
journey of the nation, it mentions that one of their
stops at the journeys was at Mara, to teach us
that that name Mara—bitter, stuck to the place. But why is this
place called Mara? It should have been called sweet after the
miracle of the sweet waters, and the sweetness of the Torah
that was given over! Why focus on the negative past, the ini-
tial bitter waters, instead of the positive outcome?

We find a similar question in last week’s Parsha, Bo. Before
Makat Bechorot, Hashem gave Bnei Yisrael special instruc-
tions: to smear the blood of the Korban Pesach on their door-
posts. The Pasuk describes these doorposts with two different
names: the Mezuzot, which are the sides of the doorpost, and
the Mashkof, which is the top of the doorpost. Rashi explains
that the term Mezuzot means in Hebrew -qiprstanding
straight by the entrance’. He then tells us that the top is
called Mashkof ,nvuan -no'pwbecause it gets slapped by the
door every time it is opened and closed. The question here, is
why would the Torah call the top in such a negative name, the
fact that it gets abused?

Additionally, we can further ask about the Mezuzot, which are
also similarly slapped when the door is opened and closed.
Still, the Torah does not name the Mezuzot in a negative
name, but rather names it in the way it's described. Why then
do the Mezuzot get a respectful name while the Mashkof does
not?

The answer to the above is very inspiring. Whoever is on top
isn’'t bothered by negativity.

The more important one is, the less name-calling would both-
er him; but the lower one is and the less important he feels
\ about himself, the more he’ll be bothered by people

calling him names.

Hence, since the Mashkof is on top, it isn’t bothered by the
seemingly negative name. The Mezuzot on the other hand,
are on the bottom and if given any name that isn’t most re-
spectful, they would be bothered and hurt.

Similarly, the location ‘Mara’ is so elevated due to all the
amazing things that happened there: the miracle of the sweet
waters, and the Torah that was given over. There-
fore, Mara does not care that it is given what ap-
pears to be a negative name!

True elevation is reaching spiritual heights. It is
NOT ego, as ego actually causes the opposite
g| effect, where someone will become even more
&1 bothered by negativity than a regular person. We
see this to be true with Haman, who had such an
=l overinflated ego, that the small fact that Mor-
"8 dechai didn’t bow down to him caused him ex-
treme distress. Real elevation is not just about
feelings, but about reaching a high level with To-
rah, Mitzvot, and serving Hashem. When someone accom-
plishes this, everything else becomes very small.

Here is another example: when we take a flight in an airplane,
at the runway all the buildings and houses, trucks and buses
look very big; but as we rise above ground level, everything
becomes smaller and smaller until it disappears entirely. Simi-
larly with life, if we elevate ourselves spiritually, any insults
thrown our way will become insignificant—and even disap-
pear. People’s opinions and words won’t matter anymore, only
Hashem'’s!

o
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Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check
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“ CuT FRUITS AT A HOTEL |

It's winter vacation for many, and every Jewish person
knows that one of the many “Yiddishkeit” concerns on
vacations is to make sure we find Kosher food at our
destination.

When staying in a hotel, many are familiar with the
breakfast, normally offered comple-

mentary as part of the accommoda- gt
tions. And although most of the food in
a non-exclusively Jewish hotel is not
Kosher, and we thus know that we

4
can’'t eat it, but there are few things

4

such as cereals (with a reputable:
hechsher) and of course the coffee. Another common
food item we expect to see there are fruits, since those
are fine to eat. Many times, those fruits are presented
to the guests cut and therefore many just stay away
from them since they were presumably cut with a knife
that wasn’t kosher.

But is that the correct approach halachically?

Let’s examine the possible concerns with the knife that
was used to cut the fruits.

Maybe the knife wasn’t clean?

The knife was used with non-kosher food items and res-
idue of that food was left on the knife and when the
fruit was cut, that residue went to the fruit.
The Halacha isn’t concerned with such things for sever-
al reasons. First, there is a concept that the Goyim keep
their utensils very clean. Thus, the assumption is that
the knife was thoroughly cleaned before used to cut
those fruits. This concept is brought down in the Gema-
ra (.2 " nTay): NDIPINR LTOR K7 KIIO'NKT M) -DMDY”
i DT
And repeated many times by the Poskim:
,(N2 70 Tx 7'0) N”19n owa (TL P”0 13j? 710) NAIWN 21T NI |21
DX DAT,D"{P1 NPTNA DN 0”12V 22 DNOT (K”PO LA 273) ' NInnl
D'1IN NPTNA DN D23 DNOT APTAN [2'2N0 D2 DN DX VIT |'N
J(2,X' "21n 71w 21020 NYTA XTI

Second, the fact that the place is made to serve a large
number of guests, even if the knife was not cleaned
before cutting the fruits, the assumption is that the resi-
due got wiped clean after cutting the first few fruits. We
also aren’t concerned that those first cut fruits ended
up on our plate since we say they are nullified 70awith

L

ey SN
that we look forward to seeing at the = = ‘ = -
breakfast dinette that are permissible, lﬁ & k I/ i

the rest of the fruits.

This Halacha is explicitly written in the Shulchan Aruch (
770 1¥ 'O T”I') who allows buying cut lemons from a Goi
even though he used a non-kosher knife to cut them.
Rav Elyashiv (to 7”0 1¥ "0 27n2 w2 "7n apy 7nR) said
__that the hotels are very careful to use
N special knives to cut fruits to make sure
that there won't be any after taste from
| other foods that will affect and possibly

| ruin the taste of the fruits.

N

kitchen who oversee fruits exclusively,

- and they have their own special knives
to work with which doesn’'t get mixed with the rest of
the kitchen utensils.

Ok, so we assume the knife was cleaned,
but what about the fact that the knife was a
non-Kosher knife? How can we eat the
fruits that were cut with a non-Kosher
knife?

The rule of thumb is that whenever the food was not
hot, the clean knife doesn’t have any effect on it. Alt-
hough lechatchila one isn’t allowed to use such a knife
to cut his fruits, Bedieved that the fruit was already cut
it is permitted. This is with the exception to using sharp
foods such as onions and garlic that were cut, since
with them the sharpness withdraws the forbidden fla-
vors from within the knife.

What about the fact that the knife was not
Toveled—dipped in the Mikvah?

Only utensils which belong to a Jew must be taken to
the Mikvah, while a gentile’s utensils may be used (if
not treif) without dipping. That is precisely the reason
that many Poskim permit to sell to a Goy electric uten-
sils and ask him to borrow them and use them, thus
exempting the utensils from Tevila.

Another relevant point is that even if the fruits were cut
by a knife of a Jew which wasn’t dipped, the fruits are
permitted, since the obligation of dipping is only
lechatchila, but once the knife was used, the fruits are
permitted.(7avn%7 "\nm a1 DWW "0 N7IK NN INAY).
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Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?

CALL OR TexT Us
(347) 918-4088

Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan

Special thanks to our dearest friend Rabbi Nissan Rehanian for heading the Monsey distribution. May he and the
Rebbetzin see much Nachat from their beautiful!




