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HARAV YISROEL BROG, SHLITA | ROSH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES AVIGDOR
SHIUR PRESENTED IN 5779

GOING OUTSIDE OF TEVAH

In this week’s parsha, we are introduced to Avraham Avinu and
we learn about his development, and climb toward perfection. You
have to know that Avraham Avinu was the first person who decided
to restore Hashem’s faith in mankind; he was the first person to
attempt to live like Adam - to live in the way Hashem intended when
He created Adam. And all of Avraham Avinu’s challenges that he
went through were a preparation for his children, and for us as well,
to learn from and to live by.

One of Avraham Avinu’s challenges was the challenge with
children. The parsha describes that after the war of four and five
kings, Hashem came to Avraham promising him great rewards, and
Avraham replied: >y 7217 °21%) °Y 190 72 (Bereishis 15:2-5) - what
can You give me? I am childless

¥71 7003 X2 0% 17 0728 MR - And Avram said, You have not given
me offspring. What benefit do I have with everything You have
given me? And Hashem responded, telling Avraham (verse 4), x>
W RIT YRR XY WK OX °3 7] W7 - the one who comes forth from
your belly will inherit you, and then the next passuk says (verse
5): %7 ink X% - He took him “outside” and told him, 7»nw3 83 van
T 7 75 19 NN onR 199Y 93In oX 2022937 15 - look into the sky
and count the stars, if you are able to count them, so shall be your
offspring. Now, Avraham Avinu’s question was: “What have You
given me” and Hashem’s response was “Let’s step outside.” What’s
the connection here? Rashi comments on the meaning of 1nx x¥™m
mxnn as follows:

N'XIY 7Y N120XKA RY 17 10X iWATA '971,010030 NIKYT7 YINT (7K1 IXYIN (01U9 97
TN MY 7R TN N7 WL 17 W DDAR 73K, 17 'R DN [2 Y7 TIY 'Ry izl

[iU'7 1071 ,0M2030 [0 N7yNY7 in201 071V 7Y 7700 ixYin X"T 210 NINY! DK DY DY X X
nunY7 n7yn'm NYan

Its simple meaning is: He brought him outside his tent so that he could see the
stars. The Midrashic explanation is: go forth from (i.e. give up) your astrological
speculations - that which you have seen with the constellations - that you will not
raise a son; Avram indeed may have no son but Avraham will have a son: Sarai
may not bear a child but Sarah will bear a child. I will give you [other] names,
and your 5 will be changed. Another explanation: He brought him forth from the
terrestrial sphere, elevating him above the stars, and this is why He uses the term v37
“look,” when He said “look at the heavens” - for this word signifies looking from above
downward (Breishis Rabbah 44:12)
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Rashi says that the simple meaning of why Hashem took
him out was to see the stars. But the Midrash explains that in the
beginning, Avraham Avinu was aware - and it had been conferred
with major astrologers - that neither he nor Sarai will have children
and Hashem was telling him to disregard those predictions. The
wording of Chazal (Aggadas Bereishis, Perek 37) on this matter is
as follows:

1'R DIAX 720 17 NnX At L (0,10 N'WRIA) "I AXIND INIK R¥'TINKIYLITD QTAN N7 RY

X' X777 DNR 'R (RL,TO NPWRNA) DT KT DR NYUR YEINKIY DT DR YT
, T 'WRND DY) "I MY DY NIR KN K7 )NUKR WY OR L (D, T N'WRN2 DY) 121 DIAR Y DR TIY
MY TN NN1NKY L NT2F DY 72K DT DR Y TR DNNAR 7AR,T7m 'K DR 0 L (

Hashem said to Avraham, “Go out from this ‘middah’ as it says “He took him
outside.” You are right, Avram and Sarai won't give birth, but Avraham and Sarah
will give birth.

YOU ARE A MIRACLE

The direct command and instruction of w73 7717 11 7% X% from
Hashem to Avraham was that he should go out from this middah.
Astrologers had no hope for Avraham Avinu’s future - his future
was blank - and according to the laws of nature, he would have no
descendants.

We are all descendants from “unnatural” situations. Sometimes
you see a child born to parents in a miraculous way, so you look
at the child in a different way. You should know that each one of
us is that child. We all represent miraculous births. We have to
understand what Hashem was telling Avraham, “I want you to go
out of this middah.” Hashem was telling him that in truth he cannot
have kids, since Hashem created a world of tevah, but Hashem told
him, “I am showing you that a person can free himself from being
subjugated to tevah; I am showing you a doorway - nTnn 77 xx
itn - you have an opportunity to walk through this door and not be
subjected to the laws of Nature.”

The Midrash Tanchuma (Chaye Sarah 6:3) says further:

RYPLMRIY LU0 N9 N7YNT IN7YR,IRK N 0 DY 0 127 [in'0 N2 AT
M LRIN N2 YITED 17 10X .0YRYT N7un7n K7 0D [NIR 'K .ARMED K] DD MR NYIND N
1'7V UK DD 1'7V NRRY DRK 40D RN 770 DNRY

Rabbi Yehuda, the son of Shimon and R. Chanan, in the name of R. Yochanan,
declared: He lifted him above the arc of the sky, as it is said: And He brought him
forth abroad, and said: “Look (v277) now toward heaven” (Gen. 15:5). One does not use
the word “v37” unless he means to look from above to below. The Holy One, blessed
be He, said to him: Anyone who is beneath the constellation of his birth is fearful of it,
but you are raised above it.

POWER TO SUBJUGATE TEVAH

Hashem lifted up Avraham Avinu above the arc (kippah) of
shamayim and said to him that now, you are higher and greater
2 1777 v niny




than the tevah because you are above it! And then Hashem told
him mpnws 81 027, It doesn’t say, “lift up” your eyes to the Heavens,
rather it says “look” (van) to Heavens, “like a person who looks from
above, downward.” This is because Hashem elevated Avraham nbyn?
¥p77 naan, and He told him “look down” like a person on a higher
plane looking down - mwn? mpynon Xpx vad PInik . Hashem was
commanding Avraham Avinu to walk out from the door of tevah;
Hashem was telling Avraham that he has the ability to raise himself
above tevah instead of being subjugated to it. Hashem said, “You,
Avraham, can now have the tevah subjugated under you, and that’s
how you will have children! And if you rise above tevah, you will be
zoiche!” And then Hashem added the most amazing thing: 77> 13
7371, meaning that your descendants will also be above the Heavens.
Klal Yisroel will be elevated above tevah! Now, the simple meaning
of this verse is that your children will be as numerous as the stars,
but how is being numerous as the stars an example of being above
nature?! There are 1.4 billion Chinese in the world - does that mean
that they are above the stars? So the meaning of this is that your
children will also be above the Sun and the Arc of the sky. Hashem
said that Klal Yisroel will be elevated above nature.

SEVENTEEN YEARS OF SUFFERING

Many people face difficult, sometimes seemingly
insurmountable challenges in their lives, but they still exist. I get
letters from people who suffer unimaginable suffering the mind
cannot grasp, yet they still exist.

I want to share with you a recent fax that I received from a
man who suffered for many years after a devastating hemorrhagic
stroke. This person was a choshuve Lomed Torah, who was a
Cheder Rebbi seventeen years ago and was committed to serving
Hashem “day and night.” His Kibud Av was above and beyond, with
a tremendous simchas hachaim. After suffering the stroke, he was
put on a respirator. His wife was first told to make plans to leave
him, to forget about him, because he was not going to get any better.
But he miraculously recovered, and has since then, returned from
hopeless situations numerous times with clear miracles. His wife
does her best to research the latest treatments and therapies and
to defy the doctors who time and again gave up on him. He was
eventually able to walk again, with assistance, and return to some
learning with concentration and understanding. Unfortunately, his
ability to swallow deteriorated to the point that he could no longer
eat. For years now he has not eaten or had a drink in a normal
fashion. The doctors also pronounced that he would not speak again
due to repeated pneumonias. He needed a tracheotomy performed,
as well, numerous times. His interest to speak is only to be able
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to learn Torah again. He suffers greatly, but has no complaints
against Hashem. A few weeks ago he had a major setback. He had
an internal rupture due to an infection and the doctors gave him a
“zero chance of survival,” but he survived again. However, since
then, he needed an operation with full anesthesia every two days to
clean up the infection and to stitch it. When the wound was 99%
closed, it ruptured slightly again, and we are awaiting the latest
developments. Rabbosai, this man is alive due the fact that ink xxin
7377 - no human being could naturally exist like this for seventeen
years and keep getting up and continuing!

EIN MAZAL L’YISROEL

The Gemora (Shabbos 156a) asks how do we know there’s no
mazal with Yisroel, and it says we know it from the verse inix xxin
nwing which ends off with 7y71 727 75,

DX MK, "AYIND NIRRT NKIY 29891 70 'RY 1IN0 20 0K QTN 20 KT
"'YAN KX YK DX D7 - INT 17 MR, RIR WA D 27,070 7Y 27 IXIN YN YT 199

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: From where is it derived that there is no
constellation for the Jewish people? As it is stated [with regard to Avraham]: “And
He brought him outside. Avraham said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master
of the Universe, “Behold, You have given me no offspring, and one born in my house
is to be my heir” (Genesis 15:3). The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: No, the one
that will come forth from you shall be your heir (Genesis 15:4).

Now, a person has to know that %1% 21 X does not mean
that there is not X7 1 - but what it means is: if you “go out”
of your mazal, if you are nxin X3 - if you tell Hashem, “I am an
offspring of Avraham Avinu (who is called rosh hama’aminim), and
I am ma’amin ben ma’amin, and I believe that if I chose to rise
above the events and rules of Nature, I can be zoiche!”

I will tell you an interesting thing that you may not have known.
Do you know where else in the Torah it says mxmm X xxm? It says
this regarding Yosef HaTzadik. The wife of Potiphera grabbed Yosef
and said, “Sin with me,” and he ran “outside” - 7x 17 3. Do you
know what the Midrash (Breishis Rabbah 87:8) says on this? How
was he able to run out? With zechus Avos!*

THE GREATEST SOURCE FOR BITACHON

Where do you find zechus Avos? We find this by Avraham
Avinu, when Hashem told him 7¥in3 ink xy$ and 7y71 7270 75 - if you
find yourself in a situation where, vav *» %y (naturally), you can’t
overcome your challenge, and vyav *» v you should succumb to it
and give in - you should know that you are not subject to tevah. It
extends even to this area. People find themselves addicted

(0,10 NUKNL) DR ART NP AR NIAR DDTA Y97 ,(2,07 N'WRI) NYIND K¥1 'IAITAR 1nwennl
NYIND INR XY
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to different things and Yetzer Horas, and they feel completely
overwhelmed. They have to know this and say to themselves - 72 xx
w7 77H7 1 - you are a descendant of Avraham Avinu, vav 1PX1 9m PR
9X7w°7, you are not subjugated even in this area. However, you have
to start the mwni (reawakening) by choosing “to go out” of your
tevah. This is the inheritance that Avraham Avinu left for us! This
is the greatest source and the power source for bitachon. The ability
that we have within ourselves to be boteach, has been bequeathed
to us by Avraham Avinu. We can be facing tremendous and awful
challenges, but we can overcome them.

THE WORD “SUFFERING” IS NOT IN HIS DICTIONARY

I recently met a man by whom I was overwhelmed. He’s an
interesting fellow. He is in the medical field, and he’s a wise fellow,
too. Hashem blessed him with a lot of wisdom. The suffering that
he went through and continues to go through defies all imagination.
If there is something called suffering, he has met up with it. I
cannot tell you all the stories, but I can tell you the following.
When he was a young man, he was married to a woman with whom
he had three children. Then in his 20s, he got cancer which he
struggled to overcome. Before he finished his treatments, his wife
got cancer, and she eventually died from it, leaving him with three
young children and dealing with his own cancer. The guy, Boruch
Hashem, survived that cancer, but then a couple years later he was
diagnosed with a different type of cancer. Now, this person was
diagnosed with the worst possible type of cancer that people simply
dread mentioning their names: pancreatic and colon cancers. He
went through fourteen major surgeries, but he lived to talk about
them. He loves nothing more than sitting and learning, as much
as he can. He loves davening intensely. We all witnessed this
man learning and davening throughout the day during his recent
visit, one day after another, making it look like it was a “walk in the
park.” The sufferings that he endures are unbelievable until today,
but this is only a small part of his suffering, if you can imagine that.
I'm amazed, I am at awe to simply look at him, because when I
look at him, I see Hashem’s strength, I see something that defies
all tevah - the guy should have been gone years ago, just from the
amount of his sufferings alone! And all this person wants to do is
to continue having strength to learn Torah and to be able to daven
with less suffering! A life “free of suffering” is not in his dictionary.
But because he is a descendant of Avraham, he is in the shadow of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu.

THE BIGGEST BRACHAH!

There is a Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 2:12) that says the
following:

5 7777w ninw
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Hashem said to Avraham Avinu: What can I tell you? How can I bless you?
That you should be a complete tzaddik before Me or your wife should be a tzadekes?
You and your wife are already tzaddikim! .... My brocha is that all the children who
will come from you will be like you, as it says, ‘So shall be your offspring.’

Every one of us has this opportunity to keen into this power,
but we have to believe and accept that this is the biggest brocha
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Avraham Avinu, and that we are
the source and the recipients of this brocha! And if you believe
you have that power - you can rise above every challenge. There’s
nothing that’s a challenge. No situation is absolute. No situation
is definitive. If a doctor tells you, that vav *» %y, you are gone - you
know what you should say to him? “You are right. But I have one
remaining option - I can step out of the tevah.” And they will look
at you with their eyes curled up and ask you if you are already
delirious: “Excuse me, what are you talking about stepping outside
of Nature?” And then you will say to them, “Yes, I'm going to step
‘outside’. I am going to do what Hashem showed my great-great
grandfather, Araham Avinu, and I will follow in his footsteps.”

Do you know what the verse (15:6) says after Hashem gave
Avraham this brocha? It says ‘72 187 - “And he trusted Hashem.”
When Avraham heard this brocha, he trusted Hashem. This means
that Avraham Avinu totally trusted Hashem, with the highest level
of Emuna possible! When he received this blessing, even though
he did not have a child immediately, he went straight to Amazon or
whatever the store was in that pre-Amazon era, to buy the nicest,
best crib available in those days, and he was sure it was going to be a
healthy boy. He was sure of it, it was absolute! ‘72 1287). And because
Avraham Avinu had such emunah in Hashem, he said, “Hashem
just told me that I am not meshubad (subjugated) to tevah. So they
tell me that my wife and I cannot have kids - so what?” Sarah was
already way past the age of having kids! The gemora (Yevamos
64b) says that she didn’t even have a womb!? Yet, she had a child
- Yitzhak. And we are the witnesses to that. So every time you see
another Jew you have to think - there is hope, there’s hope.

You know how many people are struggling with having
children? Every time they look at their friends and other people
who are walking around the street with babies, they should think,
“It’s not going to be that hard for me to have one child, I just need
one!” All these people are descendants of w1 7777 12 77 X%, You are
not subject to tevah!

N7 'R NPV Y NNIE(7 R NTWKIL) TNKIY DN NI AR DY NIAN D2 D20 INK (RN 20 0K 2
N7 'R T2 N ox T
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RELYING ON THE CHESSED OF HASHEM

Now, I want to share with you a Gr”a as an amazing “cherry on
top of a pie.” The verse (ibid) says - ‘72 187 - And the big question
is: why did Avraham trust in Hashem, why wasn’t he afraid that he
might “mess up?” We know that Yaakov was afraid that he might
mess up! So why wasn’t Avraham Avinu afraid like Yaakov (that
he would not have sufficient merits)? So the Vilna Gaon (Mishlei
25:15) writes an incredible idea: 995 X7 nn 797 X921 72 A8 712 20D
T2 1MW AR 90 20 ,ARTE 10 7AW 21N 1M ROAT 0173 KW 19°0K
993 192awa Ry ApT X, (It says in the Zohar that ‘he believed in
Hashem’ and wasn'’t afraid at all, even about the possibility of
losing out due to sin, because Hashem considered it for him as an
act of tzedakah, of chessed; meaning, whatever Hashem gave him
was out of Hashem’s kindness and not at all because of his own
zechus). The Gr”a explains that if something comes to you because
of your zechus, you can lose it, but if something comes because of
7p7% (i.e., chessed), then you can trust and rely on Hashem that
you will get it. When we leave the warmth of Shabbos, we say the
following words in our Havdalah, 7n9% X9) nuax "nyw 9p (Yeshaya
12:2). Now, have you ever thought about this pasuk? Why are you
so mv2 (confident), and what are you being boteach in? Says the
Gr”a, the word %p refers to Hashem’s middas hachessed, and if 1
rely on the chessed of Hashem for my yeshuah (salvation), then nvax
7o X9) - I won’t be afraid, xvni o1 xnaw 19°ox! Do you hear this
marvelous thing? It’s unbelievable!

Many people are afraid when I tell them to have bitachon. They
often say that they have no merits and that they are not tzaddikim.
So I ask them, “Who told you that you have to be a tzaddik to have
bitachon?” And they say, “If you are not a tzaddik, Hashem is not
going to help you out.” I tell them, “You know, my friend, you are
right - Hashem won’t help you, because with that attitude you are
saying to Hashem, ‘Hashem, I am not expecting tzedakah from You.
I've got to deserve it, and to deserve it, I've got to have a zechus. T am
no better than Yaakov Avinu, and maybe I don’t have that zechus!”
But Hashem says: “That’s wrong!” Kel yeshuasi - my yeshuah will
come from %p - the middas hachessed - and therefore 798 X7 mvax.
Because of Avraham Avinu’s 1p7% 17 mawn’ - and it was kulo chessed
- he believed Hashem absolutely. And when someone saw Avraham
Avinu buying a full layette set for a boy, someone might have asked
him, “Don’t you think you are ‘jumping the gun’ a little bit? You
are already planning a bris, and a seudas hodaah? You are 99 years
old, your wife is 89 years old!” And Avraham told them, 37072 *101
nnva (Tehillim 13:6) - I believe, I trust in Hashem’s chessed, and
therefore, 7nyw»2 °2% 93 - my heart right now is already rejoicing for
Hashem’s yeshua! 1 have no doubt it’s going to come.”

7 1777w niny



Rabbosai, this is the tool that we have to learn and employ when we
face difficult situations in life. And we will face those situations in our lives:
whether it’s finding a shidduch, getting better from a sickness, finding a
house, or having nachas from our kids. Even the smallest things in your
life, too. So although it may seem to us that it won’t happen, remember, if
it’s *nyaw» 9p - if you believe in Hashem’s chessed (and it says ovi 93 %p 700
[Tehillim 52:3] - Hashem’s chessed is all day long, He’s always open for
chessed), then 779% ¥9) nvax.

»{ IN SUMMARY §°

When Hashem took Avraham Avinu “outside,” He showed him
that not only could he “step outside” of the limited bounds of tevah,
but that all of his future descendants would have the potential to
be elevated above the tevah. Many people who continuously face
and overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges, are the living
testimony that, as children of Avraham Avinu, they have inherited
this amazing zechus Avos to be zoiche to transcend the realm of the
metaphysical world when faced with adversity. In the coming week
- no matter what the particular challenge I may be going through
- I will strengthen my emunah in Hashem’s yeshua because I am
the descendant of Avraham Avinu who bestowed on me this most
powerful brocha - to soar above the stars and not be subjected to
them! And when I face my adversity, I will do so without fear,
because I will rely only on Hashem’s chessed and not on my own
merits - 7798 X2 MR DYV 2p.
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