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PARSHAS KORACH
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HARAV YISROEL BROG, SHLITA | ROSH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES AVIGDOR

KINAH IS A REBELLION AGAINST HASHEM

What did Korach see that made him want to be cholek al Moshe?
Rashi answers, he was niskaneh - he was jealous of the jox'7x 7w Imixwa
9ny 2.t He was jealous of the appointment of his cousin Elitzafan
ben Uziel to a position of leadership. Moshe appointed Elitzafan as
nasi over b’nei Kahas, niartn ' v.

What Chazal are bothered with is that Korach entered a
machlokes with Moshe.

Korach was a pike’ach - a wise man. How could he do such a
shtus and get involved in a fight with Moshe Rabbeinu? And how
could he forfeit and lose both his Olam Hazeh and his Olam Haba
over this? This was playing with serious fire.

The answer is that he was jealous of the nesius of Elitzafan.

The jealousy is what took him out of the world. That’s what
messed up his thinking and that’s what caused him to lose everything
that he gained in this world. The Torah teaches us about how awful
the midah of kinah is. Kinah can be motzi a person from the world.

R’ Chaim Vital in Shaarei Kedushah says kinah is extremely
difficult, it’s very, very serious, because it’'s a rebellion against
Hashem.? What you’re saying to Hashem is: “How come You are
mashpia tova on somebody else more than on me?” And all of the
early generations were punished only because of kinah. He says
that Kayin, the firstborn of the world, lost his right to exist in the
world - both for himself and for his children - because he was mored
againstHashem out of jealousy for his brother Hevel. And because
of that jealousy, he went on to transgress terrible aveiros.
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He says that the shevatim were sent into the galus of Mitzrayim
only because of the sin of rnx ia 11 - their jealousy toward Yosef.
And ultimately, this led to the terrible onesh of the Asarah Harugei
Malchus. Yeravam ben Nevat - the person before whom all the
chachmei hador were like grass in the field - was jealous of the
malchus Beis Dovid, and he lost his Olam Haba.

Shaul, who was a tzaddik nifla, chosen by Hashem - it says
that he was sinless like a one-year-old child, who had never tasted
the ta’am cheit. Unbelievable! And what happened? His Ruach
Hakodesh left him. He lost his malchus, he was killed, and his three
sons were killed - all because of jealousy.

The city of Nov, Ir HaKohanim, was wiped out because of
jealousy. Terrible things happened because Shaul was jealous over
the appointment of Dovid HaMelech.

Now it’s very important for us to give the following example:
There’s a Gemara at the end of Menachos, daf kuf tes, that says
Shimon Hatzadik was a kohen gadol, and at the time of his petirah,
he said, “My son Chonyo should replace me. He’s ra’uy to replace
me.” He was a big talmid chacham. Chonyo did not accept the job.
You know why? Because he had an older brother. His name was
Shimi.

Shimi was two and a half years older than Chonyo. Shimi was
an am ha’aretz. You hear that? But his younger brother Chonyo,
who was a talmid chacham, was mevater on becoming the kohen
gadol out of respect for his older brother, that he shouldn’t feel bad.

The Gemara continues and says, and it sounds like an amazing
thing on Chonyo’s part, that still and all, Chonyo was jealous of
Shimi. Yes, he gave up his position for his older brother, so that his
brother shouldn’t feel bad, and still and all, he was jealous of him.

Chonyo trained Shimi how to be a kohen gadol. And he told
him that when you work next to the mizbeiach, you should wear a
woman’s garment. You should wear an apron so that you don’t get
dirty. Now a kohen wears an exact amount of clothes, and a kohen
gadol also. There was no extra. You were cold, you wanted to wear
gloves? No. Wanted to put a scarf on? No.

But some people like to wear extra clothes sometimes. Some
people like to wear less clothes sometimes. A Kohen Gadol’s gotta
wear eight. But Chonyo told Shimi that he should wear an extra
garment, an apron.

A garment of a woman. Now when the brothers, the kohanim,
saw him do this, they decided they’re going to put this guy out of his
misery and put him to sleep forever. He said, “Why?” So they said,
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“You’re not allowed to wear extra garments!” He said, “My brother
Chonyo instructed me to do this.” So they went looking for Chonyo.

They were going to kill him. And Chonyo fled to Mitzrayim.
Now you know how earth-shattering this was. He was an adam
gadol. The father said he’s ra’uy to be the kohen gadol mei’echov,
greater than all the other Kohanim. He’s a talmid chacham and
he was willing to be mevater on his position out of respect for his
brother, and still and all, it ate him up alive.

Nu. The Gemara says that a person should be very careful
about jealousy, because it’s a middah that will eat you up, it will
devour you.

KINAH COMES FROM A LACK OF DAAS

The 11th perek of the Mesillas Yesharim talks about the middah
of kinah. He says that kinah comes from a lack of daas and from
foolishness. A person who'’s jealous of somebody else will never gain
anything for himself, and he will never cause the person who’s the
object of his jealousy to lose what he has.

So here you have a brother that’s jealous of another brother,
or a sister that’s jealous of another sister. This is a very common
phenomena. Nu. You know what happens from kinah? The only one
who loses from kinah is the person who’s jealous.

I could understand if a person thinks he’s going to be able to
gain something. Let’s say a person decides to steal something from
somebody. Let’s say a person sees that somebody else has one of
these Kia cars that are easy-peasy to steal. I know somebody, who
yesterday went to visit someone with their Kia; they parked their
car, they went into the house to visit, they came out, the car was
gone. They found it a few hours later and it was missing some parts.

A cop said some kids took it for a joyride. It’s happening left
and right because somebody posted an easy way to break into Kia
models from 2014 to 2020. Nu.

So I could understand the guy who does this. He wants to
have a car ride, he wants to save himself the Uber fare. You can
understand the person who does that. But when you’re jealous, you
will not enhance your matzav and you will also not detract from the
other person’s matzav.

There’s a pasuk in Iyov (5:2) that says: nxap nmn nnvi. Kinah,
jealousy, will cause the death, the demise, of the fool who strengthens
himself in this midda. So the best thing is to acknowledge it and
realize that you're experiencing kinah, which is a wasteful emotion,
it’s good for nothing, it accomplishes nothing.
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But the fact of the matter is, says the Ramchal in Messilas
Yesharim, there are different madreigos of kinah.

DIFFERENT MADREIGOS OF KINAH

There are some people who are so foolish that if they see
someone experiencing tova, they become pained, weak, and
worried inside. They cannot find happiness in their own blessings,
as those do not relieve the tzaar they feel upon seeing the tova their
fellow man possesses. And that’s what it says in the passuk: u’'rekav
atazmos kinah - jealousy rots a person’s bones.

That’s what it does. So you should contemplate that. Ramchal
says that’s a very foolish person. Now you have to know there are a
lot of foolish people, because many, many people feel jealous.

And you have others that are not as foolish, so they're not
pained so much. They don’t lose their minds from their jealousy, but
they will feel some pain and discomfort. At the very least, they’re
going to be fine with somebody else’s hatzlacha and bracha - unless
he’s from the person’s best friends.

Nu, but let’s say you don’t have the most love for this person,
and what if the person is a stranger from another land and he’s
coming here? Now the Ramchal says these people, who are full of
jealousy, will utter words that will appear as if they’re m’sameach,
that they’re happy for you, or they’re going to thank Hashem for your
tova. In their hearts, however, they will have very weak emotions.
That means like this: Let’s say a person comes to a city and gets
engaged to a girl that a lot of young men had their eyes on. Here
comes an outsider, he comes into the shul, everybody goes over and
says mazel tov to him. So, Reb Yeruchem writes, if they didn’t work
on themselves, you know what they really mean to say? Mazel ra.?

They’re not happy for him at all. I know when my grandfather
(Rav Avigdor Miller z”1) got married, people were very upset. He
was an American boy who had come to Europe, and in Europe there
was a great shortage of European girls who were willing to marry a
ben Torah. And he chapped one.

He chapped a European girl that had learned in Yavne in
Telz, she went to Telz for girls. She was the Neishtater Rav’s
daughter, from a very nice family, and she became the kallah to my
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grandfather. It was very common in those days for bachurim - my
grandfather was older, he wasn’t a young man - to get engaged later
in life. But a lot of people had tainos on him.

“Why’d you chap her? Go back to America, marry a girl from
America! You have to take one of the only few girls here that are
shayich?!” Now, they didn’t know that the reason why she married
him was because he was from America. She wanted to marry an
American.

Now how common is this type of kinah? Says the Messilas
Yesharim: oan %2 203 290 2y van 127 a0 - it happens most times,
berov bnei ha’adam, by most people, ki af al pi, even though they’re
not baalei kinah mamash, they’re not bad people, not people who
mamash mekaneh others; mnay nmn 17 87 ojpx, but they’re not
completely free of it. So they’re not wishing you bad, but they’re not
happy for you when they say mazel tov.*

It’s difficult for people to share your happiness. I know when
people share sadness with me, then I know their hearts are 100% with
me, because people love to share sad situations with other people.
The guy breaks his shidduch, a guy gets divorced, everybody’s with
him. “I feel terrible for you, I feel bad for you, I am so sorry,” and
they mean it.

But when a guy gets a shidduch, and he gets a good shidduch...
oh, boy! I remember when I got engaged. A fellow came over to me
and told me, “How dare you?! You're not in Lakewood that long.
What are you doing? I've been waiting here for two years. What are
you chapping this girl for? Why don’t you sit and learn for a little
while?”

“Look, I'm sorry,” I told him, “I didn’t realize this; maybe if I
would have known that I was taking your shidduch, maybe I would
have waited. I don’t know what I would have done, I'm sorry.”

Rabbosai, unless somebody’s your good friend, really a good
friend, it’s very difficult not to feel jealous. Nu, he says naainaavnw
T - this is how most people are in most cases.

Ramchal wrote about this in perek Nekiyus; he’s telling us that
this is what nekiyus is about: To cleanse, to recognize, to identify.

Now there are times when a person could say mazel tov when
he doesn’t care. For example, let’s say a guy is already married, and
some other guy gets married to a nobody. The first guy doesn’t mind
saying mazel tov. Then he could say mazel tov.
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He thinks: “I wouldn’t marry that person anyway. I'm happy
you didn’t get anything close to what I got, so zei gezunt.” But that’s
also not mentschliche behavior.

And then he says what if the guy is a competitor of yours? Two
fellows are looking for a job. When people are waiting for a job, they
wait anxiously for a job. And every minute and every day they have
to tell their wife a report, tell their mother a report, their father a
report. “Nu, did you get anything? Did you try? Did you push? Did
you pull?” No.

But my friend, who'’s also waiting, got a job. Messilas Yesharim
says a Chazal, that every professional dislikes someone who’s in
the same profession. Azei shteit in Chazal (Tiyi n n'wk1a XnINIn w1
ninipn).

WE CAN’T TOUCH EVEN A HAIR’S BREATH OF
ANOTHER’S CHELEK

Surely, if the other guy is more matzliach than him. But,
says Messilas Yesharim, if a person would only know, think, and
understand nanY |3ima vain 0¥ '§, a person cannot touch something
that’s prepared for his fellow man, xn4 xm> 179%, even like a hair’s
breadth. And if he would only realize that every single thing is from
Hashem, according to Hashem’s eitzah, according to Hashem’s
chochmah, the guy would never, ever be mitzta’er!

And I want to add something which I mentioned a little while
ago. That every one of us was asked by Hashem for everything we
need to fulfill our mission. Let me explain that:

EACH OF US CHOSE AND AGREED TO WHAT WE GOT

Hashem showed it all to your neshama before you were born,
and you agreed. Every one of us signed off on what we want and
what we need. Hashem showed you the exact job that was available
for you. As an employee, you had a choice. Do you want to work, or
do you want to be the boss? Do you want to be in this field, or in that
field? Real estate or dry goods? Hashem showed you everything.
You want to be in elementary school, or you want to be in high
school? You want to be in high school, or you want to be in the Beis
Medrash?

You saw the emes then. You were shown the complete emes
and you knew then what the best was for you. And you chose it and
you signed off on it. So you see, you could have never gotten what
someone else has, because you rejected what that guy has!

You never wanted to have what that guy has. Not his money,
not his house, not his wife, not his car, nothing! Because you knew
it wouldn’t be good for you. And if a person knows that, then that
person stands a small chance of working on this middah of kinah.
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And Reb Yerucham writes that this middah of kinah does not
get cleansed by Torah. He says Torah does not cleanse middos. He
quotes a Rosh. The Rosh says that for this sickness of kinah, there is
no refuah whatsoever in the world.

You have to heal yourself, you have to cure yourself. Torah will
not be a cure for you. It’s an amazing chiddush. And he says that’s
why you find in the history of the world where big people who had
a lot of Torah under their belt, were mekaneh and the Torah didn’t
help them.

Korach was a gvaldige talmid chocham, a brilliant man.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us not be mekaneh. Amen.

PROPER SHABBOS PREPARATION

THE SPECIAL BOND

In order to get some daas and a feeling for Shabbos, you first
have to have chochmah. That’s what you require - a chochmah; you
have to know what Shabbos is about.

One of the great gifts of Shabbos is that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu grants us a neshamah yeseirah. What is the purpose of the
neshamah yeseirah? The Alshich in Parshas Ki Sisa writes about
this and says i oy wo1 nTnxnn Nt waan T v - there is a certain
unity, a bond, a oneness, that transpires between an individual and
between the Ribbono Shel Olam, bichvodo u’b’atzmo. How does this
work? He says there is a Ton 7w vin, a certain pipeline of chessed that
is 1an' m'xn qwn - that opens from Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself, 7x
Iwo1 N, into the person’s heart. That’s what it is. And that’s what it
says in the passuk 7x v na arana - it’s between Me and Bnet Yisrael.
What does that mean ‘between Me and Bnei Yisrael? It means
there is something personal, something that automatically happens.
Hashem is mashpia on each individual person. That means the
bond that exists between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and a ben Yisrael on
Shabbos is not the same bond that exists during the week.5

The Medrash® brings a mashal to a melech and his queen who
are nawr, theyre sitting and they’re talking intensely, privately
between each other. And could you imagine, the Medrash says, if
somebody says to them, “Excuse me, can I walk by?” Or, “Excuse
me, can I get some insight, what’s the hock, what are you guys
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saying to each other?” So, is he not chayev misseh? So Chazal tell
us that this mashal is a tziyur of what happens between Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and Bneit Yisrael on Shabbos. That’s the meaning of this
unique Ton Yw vin. Hakadosh Baruch Hu has, so to speak, a personal
involvement, He extends Himself personally to every Yid.

A YID’S NEFESH IS A CHELEK OF HASHEM

Now the Alshich explains this in Parshas Vayakhel with a little
Tosefes biyur. He says as follows: The nefesh of a ben Yisrael comes
metachas kanfei haShechinah. There is a special place called “the
wings of the Shechinah” - wings of the Shechinah are very close to
the Shechinah. And, bnei Yisrael’s neshamos come from tachas
kanfei haShechinah. That’s a place of achdus. That means, it’s a
place where we are one with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Any other nation
does not come from such an achdus of Hashem. Every other goy
in the world is created from a place “outside” of Hashem. In other
words: The nefesh of the u'mos ha’olam are a creation of Hashem.
The nefashos of a ben Yisrael are not creations of Hashem, they are
a chelek of Hashem.

There’s a mashal that Chazal tell us: it’s like when somebody
breathes. There’s a difference if a guy goes and builds a table, or he
breathes from himself and he creates something from his breath.
The breath is from himself. The building with his hands is something
outside of himself.

This uniqueness, says the Alshich, this unity that exists between
a Yid and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, is only niker, it’s only recognizable
on yom haShabbos. Because that’s when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
sends a hashpa’ah of kedushah to every single Yid, depending on
the shoresh of his nefesh.

All our nefashos are not created equal. We all come from
tachas kanfei haShechinah, but even tachas kanfei haShechinah
there are levels. And through this a person becomes bonded with
his Creator, because Hashem pours upon us from the top of the
kanfei haShechinah, which is one with Hashem’s metzius, and that’s
how we become one with Hashem, and we become separated from
anything outside of Hashem.

BECOMING A HEICHAL OF THE SHECHINAH

The Alshich in Parshas Ki Sisa says a person should not think
that the “os” of Shabbos just means ‘not working’ - nax'znn 0an47. ‘Not
working’ is not the “os” of Shabbos. Because an “0s” is something
much deeper and much more inside. And, an os bris is something

"'oxa NOM' "- NN D1INM 0TID 1902 7'M N INAWIN INK 19X N9N D"- T XA |"ann
nxyn NonN 73 12127 DINIT 11'dN NNKR"- A:7917 170 7ay ;"N9I KIN MYy Nonn 73 (1:2 N'wX1])
ANITA DTN MNNN K¥N X7 72K) "191 N7 TN 91T [RN" 1NITH DWA (2 719 K 770) X'INn 190 ;"Noi KIN

.(rTav

8 nmp v ninw



that is 11, “between Me and you”, and it’s n>aa oma - it goes into
your self. On Shabbos, a person becomes a larger receptacle, a larger
container for the Shechinah of Hashem. On Shabbos every one of us
becomes more of a heichal of Hashem.®

Regarding the Olam Habah, the Ramchal writes that, depending
on the shiur of a person’s avodah in this world and the extent of their
hishtadlus to attain a degree of sheleimus, their neshamah becomes
enlightened by the presence of Hakadosh Baruch Hu to that same
degree, subsequently illuminating their guf. And both of them, in the
Olam Hatechiyah, will find n%ma 2. And the greater the level that a
person attained, the closer he’ll be to Hakadosh Baruch Hu nnn' - to
bask in the pleasure - of the mmxn aio.

ONE SIXTIETH OF OLAM HABA

This means as follows: Shabbos is me’ein Olam Habah. How
much, says the Gemara, how much is Shabbos me’ein Olam Habah?
n'w'wn TnX - one sixtieth.? That means the most that a person could be
zocheh to on Shabbos is to one sixtieth of Olam Habah.

The Maharsha explains the pshat of “one sixtieth.” He says one
sixtieth is the smallest amount of taste.*® That means you get the
smallest amount of taste of the ohr, of the joy, of Olam Habah. You
see, if the ratio is smaller than one sixtieth the taste becomes battul.
For example, if you have a mixture of one part to sixty parts, or more
than sixty, the one part becomes battul and you don’t feel it and you
can’t sense it.

So all week long this proportion is smaller than one to sixty, and
therefore during the week you can’t feel even the slightest teimah of
Olam Habah. But on Shabbos you could be zocheh to one sixtieth. And
that is an allusion, says the Maharsha, to the nth degree of tasting a
ta’am of Olam Habah on Shabbos. And that could be felt on Shabbos.
So it comes out that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu grants each and every
one of us an ohr of Shabbos and a me’ein Olam Habah of Shabbos, the
pshat is that Hashem is giving us a siyata diShmaya to live and taste
Olam Habah in this world.
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MAKE YOURSELF A RECEPTACLE FOR OLAM HABA

Now the neshama yeseirah is me’ir, it shines, every single
Shabbos; and a person has to try to make himself a receptacle to be
able to be zocheh to that. If a person doesn’t use or is not aware of
this chochmah, and he thinks it’s an automatic thing, and he tries
to feel Shabbos because he heard about this Gemara, but he never
felt anything, he will think “it’s not for us, it’s not shayech.” But a
person who knows and is aware that there is such a concept, and he
wants to really feel Shabbos, that person - as the Chofetz Chaim says
in Mishnah Brurah - prepares himself. You have to understand that
you can’t get to Olam Habah if you're completely tamei, you can’t feel
the oneness of Hashem if you’re bringing all your chitzoniyus, all your
layers of crust. If you're bringing the whole goyishe velt to Shabbos
with you, of course it’s not going to work!

Let’s say a person stocks up before Shabbos with all the magazines
and newspapers. I remember once going to a fellow’s house in a
different state, I was sleeping in his house. The guy had all kinds of
paraphernalia, and he was sitting there by the table, he sat with one
magazine, then another magazine, and he said, “What would you like?”
I said, “What do you have to offer?” “I have The New York Times.” He
gave me a whole list of magazines from top to bottom.

There was a bachur in the yeshiva here, and today he is a very
big talmid chacham. And he came to me and said, “You know, I
never saw a Shabbos table.” “What do you mean, your mother is a
famous Rebbetzin, your father was a very big baal kishron, he was a
big talmid chacham in Telz.” He said, “You want to know what the
Shabbos table was like? My father and my mother pulled away the
magazines from each other.” “What kind of magazines?” “Newsweek,
Time,” v’k’heina v’kheina. So of course that Shabbos was devoid of
anything of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. A big talmid chacham, a very big
talmid chacham...very frum people, mechanchim, but they had no
mussag of Shabbos. They never prepared themselves once for the ohr
of Shabbos. A man has to know this.

And if a person knows this. Let’s say a person tries to take a shower
before Shabbos - when a person takes a shower before Shabbos, you
know what he’s supposed to think? He’s supposed to think when he
takes a shower before Shabbos, or when he goes to the mikvah: “I am
also cleaning out my insides. I am preparing myself for Shabbos.”

Everybody rushes, they go to the mikvah which is no mitzvah,
it’s not even a mitzvah to take a shower before Shabbos; to wash 1o
iz 1 is what you have to do. Okay, we’re mehader. Everybody’s
worried about putzin zich, primping and grooming themselves, but
your insides, says the Chofetz Chaim, you are not putzin, you are not
grooming. People don’t prepare for Shabbos appropriately, they don’t
think about the Shabbos, so it’s not me’ir in them this greatness of
Shabbos.
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