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DON’T MAKE A G-D OUT OF A
HUMAN

WHO KNOWS HOW MUCH PAIN IS
CAUSED BY WORLDWIDE FEAR OF
HUMANS

THE BLAST OF THE SHOFAR
REMINDS US TO “FIEF” PEOPLE,
WHO DON’T REALLY COUNT
AFTER GADLUS HASHEM, COMES
GADLUS HAADAM

NO VINEGAR ON ROSH
HASHANAH REMINDS US TO HAVE
ABSOLUTE POSITIVISM

THIS ROSH HASHANAH THINK OF
SIMCHAS TORAH

BEING HAPPY AND APPRECIATING
YOUR TORAH AND MITZVOS WILL
SAVE YOU ON YOM HADIN

BNEI TORAH NEED TO
APPRECIATE THEIR OWN TORAH
LEARNING

ANTISEMITISM IS A BRACHA MIN
HASHAMAYIM

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS THE
WAY THEY SEEM

EACH PERSON HAS TO FEEL LIKE
HE’S THE LUCKIEST

WHAT LOOKS BAD CAN REALLY BE
A MA’ALA

STORIES OF NOVARDOK
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Don’t Make A G-d Out of a Human
On Rosh Hashanah we make Hashem
Melech and only Him! There are many, many
people that we love and admire, and we keep

feel that you can’t demand from our weak Dor
to be up-to-par in this area. People don’t have
a Chinuch in this area, so we have to
understand them and be Dan them L'kaf
Zechus. Yet, it's certainly not pleasant, and

raving over their Middos, their Yiras who knows how much pain is caused by
Shamayim, intelligence, etc. “So- worldwide fear of humans. bk
and-so is such a Tzadik! He did me What n T oamy DTX2 DD WYX A0 X
such a favor!” “Chaim is Gevaldig! makes Cursed is a person who has Bitachon
What a Metzuyan! Such a Baal peop[e in people. How much happier and
Middos!” “Look at that Gevaldige relaxed is a: 'n DY WX N2a0 MUK
Gadol who builds Yeshivos”, or “That great? n n oY DN X N9 N7 invan
G'vir who gives his last penny away When you person who has Bitachon only in
to Tzedaka!” Just getting excited over untie Hashem. Those types don't get
people can be the beginning of yourse[f tense or nervous by other humans.
Avoda Zara, Chas V'shalom. ** They are calm with: nyian ¥9) nnin
And according to the Chovos f rom the the Menuchas HaNefesh of the Baal
Halvavos' it can be worse than | JPYessures of | pitachon. Besides Rosh Hashanah,
Avoda Zara. Watch out! Don’t get human we blow Shofarin Yovel. Yovel has a
carried away by people and their opinion special meaning. The Eved Ivri

talents and capabilities. This is a

common weakness that we all have, and it
needs lots of work to be M'vatel all those
powerhouses who impress us so much!
Don’t make a g-d out of a human! No
matter who he is! He’s just a plain: X1
creation of Hashem, and everything he
has is a gift from Hashem.

Who Knows How Much Pain Is Caused
by Worldwide Fear of Humans

Unfortunately, our fears of public opinion and
our concerns over the impressions that we
make can be a first-class taste of K'fira; you
forget The Maker in Shamayim! However, |

chose to remain with his beloved
master, like it says: 'manx Tayn MMN' WX DXI
n % ooown TX NX He loves and admires his
wonderful host, and he wants to remain after
6 years. Hx
The Blast of the Shofar Reminds Us To
“Fief” People, Who Don’t Really Count
So Bais Din puts a hole in his ear: nynuiv |Tixk
D'TYY? D'TAY N71,0'T2Y 7w 2 Y D ''0
the ear that heard on Har Sinai that we are
Avadim only to Hashem. He forgot Hashem
in His great love for his kind master. And now
comes Yovel when he goes free, and breaks
the yoke of a Basar V'dam (flesh and blood

1Y YTI'Y 'n Ty 728,127 INTayY' X7 TR DR YTIP 1'RY M 70w 190 (T 179 Awynn Tin! WDU) niaa7n niaun '
120 AR RNY M DN N L, NTIAVN 'Yynn nwun D'|7'7Nn NX VTI' I'RY " QWY' OKXI .pTINI n2vInn 1mn 1N
NT?7 IN'2N D DDID TANA NN 121,122y 'OnN X71 VTI' NI'RY 190 ,DNIX X120 X710 DX D2 Tawi , 727 DX

2

Jhan' 07N N0
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human) once and for all. So we can give a
good reason why Yovel is connected to Rosh
Hashanah. Rosh Hashanah means Hashem
is Melech, and Yovel means: n'n7x 37 n'n' N7
DNX not to have any other g-ds other than
Hashem, i.e., don’t serve humans. And the
100 Kolos (blasts of the Shofar) are like 100
“feifes” (whistles), like when you “fief’
someone who doesn’'t really
count. We all have a good 100
fake g-ds in our lives whom we
fear or admire excessively. It
could be your closest relative, and
all those scary successful people
and big personalities, etc.
So between Yovel and Rosh
Hashanah we have total
Malchuyos; i.e., only Hashem and
no other fake g-ds! This is the

“Worshipping”
humans with
all those
excuses.
“But he is so
Chashuv” etc.
They are not

™OWUN Nwn WX

Mishlei spoke about Emuna and Bitachon,
and only later about Middos.

"1 n7on ANYY T2 N P21 - TN B P
After Gadlus Hashem, Comes Gadlus
HaAdam
Look how after we daven that the Velt should
realize the greatness of Hashem, we daven
for our own Kavod! Notice how by Bikkurim
we praise Hashem, and right
afterwards we say Vidui Maaser
and we praise ourselves 753 '‘m'wy
nnqy win ‘1 fulfilled
everything You commanded me”.
This is a big Yesod. First comes
Gadlus Hashem, and next comes
Gadlus HaAdam! Not recognizing
the importance of a human causes
all kinds of Tzaros. **
Anava P'sula wreaks havoc in

T 1D NN

lesson of Rosh Hashanah. And g-dk ’ Ruchaniyus and in Gashmiyus.
Yom Kippur is a lesson in loving Rachmana You need to be M’romem (uplift)
people (when we ask Mechila, Litzlan! yourself, since you are the main

etc.) Notice how the stories of

Avraham Avinu start off with not having fear;
e.g., not from King Nimrod, from being thrown
into the fire of Ur Casdim, not being afraid of
Paroh, and risking his life to save Lot against
4 powerful kings. This is the beginning of
Rosh HaMa'aminim (Avraham Avinu). Then,
later in Parshas Vayeira, Avraham is super
nice to the Malachim, and he ftries to save
Anshei Sedom. Similarly, Rabeinu Yonah in
Mishlei says? that first Shlomo HaMelech in

extension of Hashem in the entire
universe, and you are expected to respect
the human without end!

No Vinegar on Rosh Hashanah

ABSOLUTE POSITIVISM
Some people love having vinegar in their
salad. We can suggest that despite the
Maalos of bitter things, on Rosh Hashanah
we avoid even that. We are extreme in our
positivism. An Adam Gadol pointed out the
Gemara that says®: aman npy the Torah

7277 NNy 7'nnn NN (22) 327 N7 2V 02N NN 2V DR ATV 7R Nnxl Ton 9"nw Yun? 1wn'ea nart 11 2
NI7ITA NAMKRIE ToN Ni7yn D YT 1D DARE ToN DN L,N7RN NITAN 2V 'Tn'? NN91 AN own DTy DT

DNINAN D'YYIN N RIN L0902 170NN 72X ,0N2 TRIX 11'RY M X .DNIN7W7 Y'any M N7un NIDNY DX 'K NINIXYI
IN21 WK L(TV DY) "N XIY AN WY NWADI (21 1) IX W' 7472 DT NYID] NRIN TWKRD ,)1an' ' 1197 nfavnanl
N7V TINKQ NYIXY DTIAYD AN (VN7 ,Nant ' TRy 7Y 12T7 X2 WK 0N TA7 NN NNo P 7y .0yl ov
NNINKD T 291 NFIXIN NITAA 7Y IRTA QWIS NYT TAY D 7V DI NYIXY N1'R D'YWIN NTIAY D, NAREToNa
NAYUN X VN AT IR 12 (20-X0 2 Y7wn) MXIY ,NNNR A9 NIXna 73 oI 7 AT O"NNI ,INAN' AURD

AYI7 DMN 1! NAT
N'Yin N71 ,NIFNIN N)NY 2NID DRY DY L' 12an 12T DTX XY IR 07V 17 12 yin' a0 K ,X A Do 2
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goes out of its way not to write nxnY nnna
(an impure animal), just: n1NY NA'K WYX (an
animal that is not pure). “Don’t say so-and-so
is not frum. He’s not frum yet!” Those who
watch to make sure that every move they
make should have a positivism, have
astounding successes. x>
When R' Gershon Liebman Zatzal would
meet me, he would smile and say:
“Of course you learn plenty of

A person needs to

™OWUN Nwn WX

attacks with the most inhuman atrocities to
Klal Yisroel. Why were they saved? This is
what you get when you are happy with the
Torah! **
Being Happy and Appreciating Your
Torah and Mitzvos Will Save You on Yom
HaDin
Somebody asked me: “What’s the Chiddush?
Chazal say: nvio X7¥n1 X320 MiN
x x> Learning Torah itself brings

Mussar”. Such sweet Eidele . Refua and Yeshua. And: un
; spend time R
Hanhaga (not wanting to criticize, Gi X T 2nw NP2 Zioy! iWN12 If your
or giving Eitzos) “Of course you WOT’ qu on head hurts and you want to get
learn Mussar!” appreciating HIS better, go learn Torah! | told him
| saw the same Hanhaga by R’ Penimiyus, HIS that this is not necessarily true.
Chaim Tzvi Fogel Zatzal, a own Torah and. The generation before Churban

Slabodka Talmid of R’ Meir
Chodosh Zatzal. | was told by
some Slabodka Rosh Yeshivos it
was like the worst sin to even
hint a: 'x22 negativity about any

Mitzvos, HIS
Maalos, and even
his pecklach. And

to stop looking

Bayis Sheni were Osek in Torah
and Gemilus Chasadim, yet they
had a terrible Churban. Chazal
say they were guilty of: 1572 N7y
x xo 01 N7NN MM they did not

human!! B’shita! and ag[miymg say a Bracha before learning
Avoid anything that even smells others a[[cfay Torah, and the Ran says* that
of negativism, and expect big this means that they weren’t
Yeshuos! Machshiv their own Torah, so the

This Rosh Hashanah Think of Simchas long hours and Hasmada Raba of years of

Torah
After the massacre of October 7, Rachmana
Litzlan, there was a clear message for the
whole Kilal Yisroel. Hashem made this
happen Davka on Simchas Torah to show the
power of being happy with the Torah. How
right next door to the most horrific pogrom,
we have 12,000 Bnei Torah dancing Hakafos,
totally oblivious to one of the worst surprise

Amal HaTorah did nothing for them! >
Bnei Torah Need to Appreciate Their Own
Torah Learning
R' Nosson Wachtfogel Zatzal said that the
famous saying of an Am HaAretz: |'7 11ox 'kn
a1 vy nT0 [0 “What good are Bnei Torah??
They accomplish zero, since they just do
nothing by sitting and learning” is said by Bnei
Torah themselves when they don’t

,NU 2'ND XN'INAT A 7Y qQKI . NIMIXK Muy YUY NIIN0 NMII'K WK N NENIX YNN ARNLVN ,0pY NIMIR NINY "N

(Mo L ' v TN TR KNI TN N'NIX Y

DXT YIXN NTAX N7'NN NINA 1272 K7W 20T 7T 90 KT 2T nair "0 7w 0Ino n'7ana 'mkynl (X X9 o) M 4
INIYID X7 NNY 0'R171 0'ONYT 7RWIWD N P01V I'N K71 NINN DR ATV ynwn XYW 'MNIN DX DATY 7V KN'N
TV YIND NTAN NN 7Y D'ANN 0'RNAA1 DTN 10971 TN NNINA D FROIV 'RTIE KR W97 2721 N 172 02T XN
DN'Y2 DAIYN ANINA AN X7Y i 27NN NN '0aNn 1N K7W Q70 Payn YT RINY Yy n"pn iw1oy
NNADA NI N2 D70 X7 A AN 7T 1I'D YD JINnE NN Qa ooty 1IN X7 Aty a7 IR Xa'w D'

.DINKRY MY [MIXY DR DNIE?'T T'ONN 2N MAT IR anw'n
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appreciate their own learning. And an Am
HaAretz who appreciates Torah can maybe
be greater than a Talmid =

doesn’t

*kkk

Chochom  who
appreciate himself.
Look at the long and horrific
Tochacha, only because:
AN N NN NTAY N7 WK NDN
m n> xan nNRWa we did not
serve Hashem with Simcha.
Rabeinu B'chayei says® that
there are two parts to a
Mitzva; the Mitzva itself, and
the Simcha and appreciation
of doing it. And the Torah
speaks openly about the
harsh punishment of not
having Simcha. So here we
have on October 7 a clear
message: For having
Simchas HaTorah you are

L&

B

%,

o

HaGaon R' Ahron Bakst Zatzal "'

™OoWUN Nmwn UK

you served Hashem with Simcha” i.e. you
appreciated your Torah!

*kkkk

So when we do Teshuva on
Rosh Hashanah, remember
the message that Hashem
gave us that year; being happy
and appreciating your Torah
and Mitzvos will save you on
Yom HaDin!
Antisemitism Is a Bracha
Min HaShamayim

R' Yerucham Levovitz Zatzal in
Parshas Ki Savo brings a
story® that he heard from
HaGaon R' Ahron Bakst
Zatzal, 7"'n (Talmid Muvhak of
the Alter of Kelm, and the last
Rav in Shavel before the
Holocaust. He was a huge
Baal Mussar, and a close
friend of the Mashgiach, R’

saved from all evil; i.e. “Why were you all
saved? nnnva nnTay WX nnn Because

Yerucham). A Yid lived alone in a gentile
village, where there were no other Yidden for

N71 702N N 1Ty 2mdn MR (T Nd) NDRYR 'F7X N DX ATV &7 WYX DDA 9"Ny Xan ' Nwioa 'na 1110 P
Ta'7n ,INXY 11921 DIXN ,NIXND DYYN ANNWAL,NIIXN] [70VNN NNNWYA 7V DTN 2"NY '97 ,NNNY N TIAYN NN
7271 ,NNNYA IRWY XK7WD DIXAN NTIAY TAIYY M7 K02 w1Iy* D W1 ,nnnun 7y 1D 17 W dixna 7y 17 w'w 1dWn
2'MON N"1APNY IR YT AR R (1,0 D20 DN DN WATAL NNAK [D1,NN7Y N1HDAT NNAYA NIXAN DT NYY'Y Y
NAYI R 170 20N D"y DR VTR 7R IRT 171 0019102 (KD 7 W) DT IN7'Y' IR ynw'l 17y
NN) NN YAYNL IRN1 17V 2NN D" AFNY TV YT DD 7R INRPY XY DD NI7innal 0'oma (T 7 nmv) "in7a

.N7OKXN N DMIvS 0ty (T2
DINX DX IX [NIX DYY'YI NIXNA NNY INFAY? DTRY A'NN'Y DY TINY (NN7w nani n"T) kw1 Nwi9? nnTpnal
NIXNA 7V ANNYA D Aan' 'A% DTIY DIXNAY DWII,NNXY 1192 AIXN NIXNN AYYNA ANNWA D YITI . 'YIY
N X 1T (2 7 0'70N) 2AMdY KINE(TA ND XAN) N2 77X "D NIX ATV 87 WX DDA 2D PIL,ATIAY DX

DTRN U1 K'AN KINY 7201 NON 1'WA DYNI UTZN 'Y 'V 0 D 7W1,ATIAYA NIN'IY annwn ' IR .ANnva
NT MNIR N L,NTIAY? 2T IT R (R R DW) TN IWATE,NTIAY DTIAY TIAY7 0172 MO0 K XN L,NNnun T
.NNNYIA QIXND AYYN NIFAY "1 2770 NIXNR 7Y dnnwa NIYY71 NIYY? pHixnit atim otua o n
D27 ™7 AWK ,N"N7RIXT YURITT 170 DN [N D71V IR T'ONN [IKAN 1120 KA NNIND N0m Tint) ain nyT ¢
D11 1922 X791 12T *7 X (TN 7"¥T VYWREKA DNR M IRAN) 71IRwNn 20N (N 'y 2 0NAT T AYIETpn DAl
2WIN K71 DNIX 0" 1T 7V QWA qRIELDMIDIN DTN DY [NAERWNA 72 007 1T D XY X210, TRR CTINY OW T TRN
D912 722 1 ,|'NYUN N7NNA DY7IN 17W 1°77' ' *TIN'D 17 INRIEL,MI0IN PYN DT INMAY7 X2 TAR DYD NN 70y nnl .01 17
INWp 1NLVND 7NN 19Y 1'T7' 1NN 12D 021N DFT7'NY [AMdI LR NPATA DA DIRT N7NNN D1,NTA R'M
Y91 11017 D'DMIX NN 'TN N NNKRAL,'RTI DNIR 2NIK AWK 7RIY' 12 0Y 0"pn NANN AT NYyN IR 71IRwn 1001
D'PNONN X7 DAXYNI 0NN K7 D 7RW 738,00 IR DNANNN 219 21797 'K D 010 78 1ANNnY X7 [yn?
MNKX 0¥ NNIXY NNnd 70 lnan 17NN 0Nl RNIR IKAY' DN D L,070 NIR72 n"pgn na ?7n"apn nwy nn 0N n
D'IAN NRIYZ IR 7D 'R D RTEIDT 0'79W) DR'YA NNIRE, MY INANY TIV 0N LN 1IN0 0N IT TN D ,0 0N
D71y niMwroIRN 72 Nt AN K7 (ND ND) yarn NN 957 N7 nral 7w nndimn X717 ,nnix
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his children to play with. Unfortunately, his
children played with the Goyishe neighbors.
He tried everything and anything to stop the
relationship, but to no avail. He came up with
a plan. What did he do? One time, when the
Goyishe neighbor came to his house, he told
him that all his children have: |'ny Sh'chin,
and their entire bodies are ridden with this
horrific and highly contagious disease. **
That was the last time those gentile friends
even set foot in his house! R' Ahron Bakst
Zatzal explained the story: Actually, this is
exactly what Hashem does to
save us from the gentiles.
Antisemitism was caused by
Hashem Himself. In order to get
us away from the Goyim, He put
in their hearts all that vicious
hatred that makes no sense.
We are lucky! Thanks to our
“dear” antisemitism, we are still
our own: 1N 0Dy special
nation!
In 1966 | was in Yerushalayim,
and HaGaon R' Noach
Weinberg Zatzal told me that in Eretz Yisroel,
1000 Jewish girls were married to Arabs.
Now, thanks to Hamas and Hezbollah, there
won’t be any intermarriage. There were a
group of Bais Yaakov girls who had survived
the Holocaust, and had gone through the
worst Gehinom from those cruel Nazis.  ***
They ended up in Sweden. The Swedish
Goyim were extremely friendly with them,
and were very sympathetic to their plight.
They invited them to their warm, loving
homes, and introduced them to some “fine”
Swedish young boys. The girls were too

It’s a lifetime battle
to insist on
Aderaba and see
good. And by your
saying Gam Zu
L'tovah, you have
the power of
bringing goodness
out of the worst

™OWUN Nwn WX

smart for them, and they disappeared as
quickly as possible. One girl couldn’t resist,
and ended up marrying one of the boys.
Later, after she had a child she had deep
regrets, Rachmana Litzlan, and she ran
away.
Things Are Not Always the Way They
Seem
Sometimes, what appears good is terrible,
and what appears terrible is really good.
Notice how Parshas Ha'azinu is called:
1 &7 NINTD NY'Win a “song”, and it is loaded with
sharp criticism on Kilal Yisroel,
calling them n 2y 9R'IN91 Wy iT
a crooked and twisted
generation, and D)n N7 72) oy
1 27 an ungrateful and unwise
nation. It is important for a
person not to get too hung up
on what is normally considered
good, and not to view bad as
total evil. It's never so Pashut
(simple) and we don’t know
Hashem’s ways. He’s the boss
and the Creator of the world,

and He knows what He’s doing.
Each Person Has to Feel Like He’s The
Luckiest

Trust Him! A Yungerman who is divorced
came over to me kvetching again: “Let’s have
a shidduch already!” This is going on for
years already, and I’'m in pain every time | see
him. | told him that | believe in every person
being “bipolar”, i.e. two opposite desires in
his system. This will give you sanity, and
you’ll be living with Torah perspectives. ******
The Chovos Halvavos says’ that a Bachur
should actually be happy he’s not a

IMNDWN N2 N'Y IX M2 'Y DNAT N TN U701 DX 'R KN (T 219) [INVaN WY Nina7n niain ’
DXYN Ta1D NIZ7NONA |2 INR 2WN'T,'1D1INNA 17V N0 INMAIMYA DY PRIRA INHX 2'0DY,M01 A ORI 11N
AN NPT AN LN D710 1Y IR QTN N OXRY 191 L1M7V X120 NN 2210 AT YN LIMun onaini
INITTIANN NYA '1291 77 NIF A7 2N INMNNK 1Y Wizan 0t OKRELNAI0E? DN DINoNT,DNA1 YR Y720 17V 07y
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Yungerman, since he has Maalos that a
Yungerman doesn't have (like no Ol
Parnasa) and the Yungerman has to look
down at Bachurim since he is married and
they aren’t. Each person has to feel like he’s
the luckiest. This takes daily
review, and is an ideal Mussar
Seder. The particular divorcee
is @ major Baal Chesed, and he
works  hard in  Inyanei
KedUSha *kdkkkkk
Although for sure he’s Mochel
(i.e., he would rather not) being
a Bachur, nevertheless there
can be tremendous Tikunim
(spiritual rectifications) that his
Neshama has to go through, &
this makes him a super-great
person, i.e., how he functions
despite his problem; and as a
Yungerman, his good deeds
wouldn’t be worth as much. A
person needs to be “bipolar” in

There are plenty of
stories of people
getting major
VYeshuos when they
became positive
about a seemingly
negative situation,
because being
positive about a
situation means
bringing Hashem
into the picture and
Me'maila there is a
Bracha. This is the
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who likes the Rebbe? They weren’'t so
enthusiastic. Actually, this can turn out to be
a Bracha for the Rebbe, since he wasn’t such
a charismatic well-loved Rebbe that makes
Menahalim jealous, and many Rebbes have
lost their jobs when they
become too popular.  *xxxxses
What Looks Bad Can Really
Be a Ma’ala
What looks bad can really be a
Ma’ala. During WWII, the
Lithuanian gentiles went all-out
with the Nazis to destroy the
Jewish population. It is known
that many Jewish girls put sand
on their faces not to attract the
gentiles, or else they'd be in
trouble. People love being
popular, and admire it in other
people who are popular. It’s not
so Pashut (simple). When
Dovid became a hero and he
killed tens of thousands of

all situations, and not be one- yesodof Bitachon Pelishtim, the women praised
sided. and Ayin Tova him, and they sang how Shaul
“l must have” only kills thousands, and Dovid

e children, kills myriads (tens of thousands).  *x#xxxxxesx

e Hatzlacha at home,

e nachas, etc.
NOT getting what you want might be WAY
superior! *hkkhkkkk
A Menahel (principal) once walked into a
classroom, and the Rebbe asked the boys
how they liked the Menahel. All the boys
enthusiastically raised their hands. This put
the Menahel in a good mood, and he asked

This was the end of Dovid’s relationship with
Shaul. From then on, Dovid went through
Gehinom from all the persecutions he had
from Shaul. Even when Dovid escaped, and
had to leave Eretz Yisroel and go to enemy
territory (Pelishtim), the Kavod he got from
those women haunted him. Achish Melech
Gass liked Dovid, and he would have saved
him and let him stay there, except that his
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men remembered what the women had once
said about Dovidé. According to the Malbim®,
they feared that Dovid would turn against
them, in order that these women will praise
him again. Fokkk ko dok
It is striking that his having killed
their giant Golyas wasn’t what
turned them against Dovid. It
appears that Hashem, 23 2aonn
nia'on (who “causes” all the
‘causes”) caused Dovid to see
how Kavod can hurt and hurt: "2
1y'w beyond measure. No
wonder the Me'am Lo'ez says'®
that nobody was M'vazeh himself
for Mitzvos like Dovid. How happy a person
should be with Bizayon!
The War in Gaza and Hezbollah, Y'mach
Sh’'mam

The Rosh Yeshiva, R' Yisroel Newman Shlita
has urged me to spread the word in the name

A Vid finds good in
the worst
situations. Seeing
good is major
Shviras HaMiddos,
and you have to go
all-out when
working on it
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of R' Ahron Kotler Zatzal', that during such
wars in Eretz Yisroel we need to daven that
the heads of Eretz Yisroel should do
Teshuva, and we should also daven for our

own Teshuva. This is the
Shoresh (source) of the whole
problem. x>

It is interesting that when the
pagers blew up, they damaged
the terrorists mainly in 2 places.
Some were busy holding them up
to see the messages with their
eyes, and they became blind. For
others, they blew up in their
pockets. This is a striking
similarity to the damage that the: ny"y
hornets did to the Canaanim when Yehoshua
first came to conquer Eretz Yisroel. It blinded,
and was: olon castrated them. (Rashi’?).
Everything is Min HaShamayim and with an
exact Cheshbon.
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NOVARDOK

In Novardok, Kavod Meant Nothing
R’ Bentzion Bruk Zatzal was once offered
Sandak’aus at a bris, and it is a phenomenal
Segula to be a Sandak (it is M'chaper on the
worst sins). (R’ Nosson Wachtfogel Zatzal
once told someone that
he should go all out for

the Zechus of
Sandak’aus; even
traveling over the

ocean when you get
the opportunity. “Run!
It's Gevaldig!’)
Suddenly, R’ Meir
Chodosh Zatzal
appeared at the Bris. **
As soon as R’ Bentzion
Bruk Zatzal saw that
there was a Kavod
issue in front of him, he
fled! His son told me
that Kavod was zero to
him. “Go keep your
Kibud! Let everyone
speak about YOU that
you got a Bracha under
the chuppah, or you
got Shelishi, or Maftir
Yonah!” In Novardok, the greatest Kavod was
to flee from the fake pleasure of Kavod! ***
A certain Yid had learned in Novardok, and
after the war he lived in Bnei Brak and
became a Rebbe. Once, he was approached
by a super, top-top bachur. This bachur was
considered to be a “rising star” in the Torah
world, and he came to this Novardoker for
Eitzos in Mussar and how to work on himself.
This bachur was such a “name brand” that

R’ Bentzion Bruk
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people considered it a tremendous Kavod to
have any connection with him. bl
Yet, when he came to ask for Eitzos, he was
told: “I'm not qualified”, and the Rebbe
refused to get involved in any way with this
Gevaldige bachur. In Novardok, status meant
nothing. Of course they are respectful of
everyone. But they didn’t fall for the Velt’s
weaknesses of worshipping “rising stars” and
people of stature.  ****
Focus Only on
Hashem; Not on
People
Do you know why they
keep you waiting in
doctors’ offices, or on
the phone, or in traffic
jams? So you can
spend that time talking
to Hashem and
focusing only on Him;
not on people or
circumstances. “You’'ll
help me have a Refua,
not the doctor,” etc. So
you learn to stop relying
on anything outside
Hashem. bk
The silliness of Kin'ah,
Ta'ava, and Kavod; it's
all Dimyon and “denial’
of the beautiful truth of
Torah and Mitzvos (and the incredible
enjoyment of a blatt Gemara!) In Novardok
they made a Birur HaMiddos to examine and
see through all your fake pains. For example,
your “holy” aggravation about your
shortcomings, or your wife and/or kids not
being frum and/or nice enough; it's all silly
Redifas HaKavod, and don't be so sure
you’re L'shem Shamayim killing yourself over
your petty shortcomings.
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To hear a clear recording of Rabbi Mandel’s shiurim, call by dialing:

USA 718 298 2077 / UK 0330-1170305 / Israel 072-398-2980 / Canada 647-797-0056
Here are the ID numbers for last week’s Shiurim
When the menu starts, press 9 and the Shiur ID right away or 1# for speakers and 30# for all shiurim

Parshas Nitzavim - Vayeilech 5786

Shiur ID Duration Language
472163 4:53 English
472722 2:00 English
472164 4:46 English
471217 2:55 Yiddish
471220 2:01 Yiddish
472723 4:15 English
472782 46:42 English
471582 3:33 Hebrew
472166 2:48 English
471222 1:51 Yiddish
471583 2:54 Hebrew
471584 4:21 Hebrew
472724 4:47 English
471585 3:27 Hebrew
472789 4:54 English
472790 4:10 English
471586 3:23 Hebrew
476162 48:37 English
471587 2:34 Hebrew
472791 4:56 English




Questions To Rabbi Mandel

Parts Of Davening That Sound Negative

Question: L'chavod HaRav HaGaon R' Mandel Shlita. There are no words to thank you for the whole
% Simchas HaChaim, positive outlook that you give over in your Vaadim. | have a question regarding
: Teshuva. We say in the Vidui of R' Nissim Gaon on Yom Kippur Katan a whole list of titles, which
: starts with: nnan N71 min §7 2 ')¥ and continues on. It would seem these aren’t such positive
< feelings to think about one’s self. From what | understand from your M'halech, a person should
: mainly focus on the good he did do, and here in the Vidui it seems like we’re putting everything down.

OO KKK KKK

<P

: Answer: Oh no, please don’t get involved in the Vidui of R' Nissim Gaon! | believe R' Kalman Krohn
% Zatzal, from the big Ovdei Hashem, said beware! Don'’t run after those parts. That was great for
: previous generations AND NOT FOR US. A Bracha for one person can be a K'lala for another.

<P
< Keep away from that! Say that Vidui quickly, and get out of the woods. Spent the whole day thanking

: Hashem that you're alive. You don’t need most of the Vidui anyway, because you are a Tzadik.
<
< You are not going to let that Vidui hurt you. Vidui was made to be M’saken people. If they are not up

% to it, forget the Vidui! Say it in two words “Hashem, I'm sorry for all my sins”. That’s enough. And
: speak to a Rav who has Sechel (not a Rav who'’s going to say “Hup, you have to stick to the laws!”)
: A Rav with Sechel knows when to tell certain people that the Halacha does not apply in your case.

; I'm not a Posek. But | have heard plenty stories of Rabbonim who understood who they're dealing
: with. There's a fifth Shulchan Aruch. You can kill a person with Halacha! “It's a Din, you have to fast”.
& But what if he has diabetes? “But you have to fast!” Get an understanding Rav before you get

involved in R' Nissim Gaon. You have a totally different agenda. You have to eat some cherries,
g some candies, some ice cream. That’s your Rosh Hashanah. And then you'll get Schar.

§ Hashem understands you and your situation! Does He want you to spend Rosh Hashanah turning
into a nervous break-down? No way! (A little nervous doesn’t kill anybody. And for some people,
g even that’s too much. | take Achrayus. Not to kill a kid. Not to hurt people. Don’t be so serious).

§ Or go to a Chasidishe Olam. | once davened a Chasidishe place. | thought it was Shalosh Regalim!
“Is it Sukkos or is it Rosh Hashanah?” You don’t sound like Rosh Hashanah! You are so chilled. You
laugh; you joke. Where’s your fear?! For some people, that's your Rosh Hashanah! (Perhaps some
of them are capable for more fear. Maybe they should improve themselves. Everybody’s different).

But others need to “take it easy” (like R' Yaakov Kamenetzky Zatzal told me when | was a nervous
g Chosson. That’s coming from a Gadol HaDor). So if you are one of those who suffers from this R’

Nissim Gaon, just say a short version, and goodbye. Many people don’t say that whole thing. Not

everybody has the time and the Kochos to do every inch of what should be done. Why should you
g torture yourself? Maybe Hashem will have more nachas if you'll STOP torturing yourself?

gThis new year, do Teshuva! And learn to chill! You haven't chilled enough last year. This year, you
are going to sit back and laugh! That’s your Teshuva! Relax, and don’t worry all day “What's going
g to be, what's going to be?!” Kol Tuv. And have a K'siva Va'chasima Tova

ig You can submit your questions to Rabbi Mandel by emailing them to questionsforrabbimandel@gmail.com To subscribe to the weekly, email weeklybitachon@gmail.com

i%i If you feel that this booklet has enriched your life and you would like to help us continue our life-saving work, you can make a contribution via Zelle to

weeklybitachon@gmail.com This is not a tax-deductible account. We are in the process of setting it up

.
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